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How to Honor God

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Topic:
Worship

Subject:
Honor God

Complement:
in worship and vows.

Purpose:
The listeners will honor God in personal devotions and corporate worship.

Introduction

1. Arouse interest: [We go through religious motions without a heart desire for God.]

a) The disgusted wife complained to the marriage counselor, “I want a divorce because my husband treats me just like he does Jesus!”  “What do you mean?” the counselor asked.  “Well, I get twenty seconds of the same comments before every meal, half-hearted praise, one-way conversation for ten minutes a week… and every time I start to speak his eyelids droop and he’s on his way to slumber land!”

b) A little boy once attended church with his father one Sunday morning.  That night before he got into bed he kneeled at his bedside and prayed, “Dear God, we had a good time at church today, but I wish you had been there.” (WORSHIP realizing God’s presence).
2. Need: Do you struggle worshipping God?

a) Obviously God is there when we attend church, and God is there when we approach Him in our own personal quiet time.

b) But unfortunately, we often don’t recognize His presence and sometimes we even end up in slumber land.

c) We don’t mean to be disrespectful, but often we are.  We know we should burst forth in awe of God, but instead, our thoughts wander, we yawn, and we go through the same motions and mutter the same clichés.  Rather than awe, it's blah!

3. Subject: How can we honor God?  What are the ingredients of a true reverence for God?  

4. Background: This is a subject that is as old as time itself.  Jews struggled with this question of genuine worship in Solomon’s day just as we do.  

a) The ones who first read today’s text probably had seen Solomon’s temple erected before their eyes.  They had witnessed firsthand the tons of gold, silver, ornate carvings, precisely cut massive stones, and seen the reorganized priesthood.

b) And yet in that very generation, worship degenerated.  People came to the temple and uttered their pious words without thinking. Even across the Kidron Valley was Solomon built a palace and pagan altar for his pagan wife, Pharaoh’s daughter.  False worship was right across from where the temple stood!

c) Near the end of his life, Solomon wrote the book of Ecclesiastes—so it gives the last words we have from him.  Today we’ll look at Solomon’s advice on honoring God as he saw his own failures in this area and that of his people.

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show two ways we should honor God.  Restatement: Solomon tells us how to truly honor God in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 (passage).  The Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 5, verses 1-7.  Verses 1-3 tell you to… (transition)

I.
Honor God in your worship (5:1-3).

       [We need to respect the Lord by ascribing worth to Him in a way He accepts.]

       Solomon gives us three tips here on proper worship.  First, 

A. Proper worship can best happen when we prepare ourselves (5:1a).

1. Notice the first phrase: “Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.”

2. The “house of God” in Solomon’s day was the Jerusalem temple.  Scripture says that Solomon’s palace was right next to the temple complex.  I wonder how many times Solomon had looked out his window down at the people filing into the temple courts—and many of them doing so without the slightest bit of reverence.

3. But there’s no temple today and the Spirit Himself indwells us, so we must apply this concept more broadly.  It means whenever and wherever we approach God in worship.

4. But what is “guard your steps”?  The word “guard” means to watch or to observe.
a) Think of how you literally have to guard your steps at times.  When our sons were small, a regular one for us was when we went into our boys’ room!  Who knows what wooden block or car or other toy could trip us up—especially with the lights off!

b) So “guard your steps” has the idea of being careful, and in this case it means that we should make sure we are properly prepared to pay homage to a holy God—to watch out for what might be tripping us up and prevent us from really worshipping God.

5. One of my more disturbing observations is that young Christians seem to be better worshippers than older believers.  Young lambs bounce but old sheep sulk.
a) The same was true when I was in seminary.  Once the students’ picture depicted a guy walking around campus and spotting another guy reading by the fountain.  He said to himself, “Hey!  There’s a guy reading his Bible between classes—must be a first year student!”  The whole chapel burst out laughing, and I chuckled too.  But then I began thinking, “Hey, what happened to my times of worship, praise, and Scripture reading under the trees which fed my soul those first few semesters?”

b) I’ve found the same true in the churches.  The older Christians do not necessarily make the best worshippers.

6. But why?  I think part of the problem is that after we have known the Lord a number of years and worshipped often, we can shift into autopilot at church.  Stand…sit…sing…smile…stare…sleep!

7. So how can you prepare to meet God?

a) One way is to arrive early for personal prayer.  At many churches you must arrive at least 15 minutes early to get a parking space—and this is good of us in worship too!

b) I’m also a fan for prayer in natural settings.  Some of my most precious times of prayer have been near the ocean, a lake, in the forest, etc.  Susan and I pray as we walk through the Botanic Gardens.
c) Another way I find helpful to prepare myself to meet the Lord is to pray with worship music in the background.  Soft music has a way of quieting our spirits to meet with God and be ready for what He has to tell us.

(So proper worship best happens when we prepare ourselves.  What other ways?)

B. Proper worship also happens when we listen to God (5:1b-2).

1. Fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice" (5:1b).

a) Notice the end of verse 1.  We’re encouraged to, “Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong.”

b) The text says that fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice."  Notice that this "sacrifice" is contrasted with "listening."  I think this indicates that the "sacrifice" probably refers to being impulsive in our actions—often through words repeated so many times that they've lost their meaning.

(The next verse continues this idea by encouraging us to weigh our words and thoughts carefully.  It begins with a command to…)

2. Weigh your words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a) Don’t be an obsessive talker or thinker (5:2a).

(1) “Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God.”

(2) This normally has been applied to prayer like the kind of unthinking prayer Jesus referred to in Matthew 6:7 when he said, “And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.”  Try praying without using words like "bless" and you'll see what I mean!

(3) But it seems to me, that limiting this only to prayer is too narrow.  Why can't this also refer to singing?

(a) Year ago my pastor's wife asked me to pray for her because she couldn’t sing a song the next day at the Sunday service. I knew she sang beautifully, so I asked her why she couldn't sing it.  "Look at the words," she replied as she showed me the song, "The lyrics say I'm willing for God to take anything from my life in order to be like Jesus.  That includes my husband and my children.  I'm just not so sure I can honestly say that.”

(b) I learned a great lesson that day—that singing is a higher form of speaking, so we should never sing anything that we could not speak.  

(c) My pastor followed this idea later while leading the song, "I Surrender All.”  He encouraged everyone who couldn't promise that to God not to sing.  I was shocked how many refrained when they really considered the words!

(The next phrase jabs us with the reason to guard our tongue in worship… “God is in heaven and you are on earth."  The exhortation here is to…)

b) Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

(1) God dwells in heaven in unapproachable light in impeccable holiness!
(2) We're confined to but a tiny, rotating ball among the millions of planetary creations.  How can we earthlings be so presumptuous as to barge our way mouth-first into His awesome presence? 

(In light of this, Solomon advises, “…So let your words be few.”  This means…)

c) Listen by keeping your own mouth shut (5:2c).

(1) We do well to have times when we listen by keeping our mouths shut.  After all, who can listen while he's babbling away?  This is God's intent in Psalm 46:10 where He says, "Be still and know that I am God." 

(2) I've found that's a tough assignment, but one thing has helped.  Get ready for us to try this in this church.  We will project a Scripture verse up front for pre-service meditation at the prelude as a sign to take our seats and prepare to worship.  This reminds us to remember that we have come to listen rather than speak.

(The first two verses have shown us that true worship only occurs when we prepare ourselves and when we listen to God.  In verse 3 we'll see the third requirement for proper worship…)

C. Proper worship happens when we set aside our cares (5:3).

1. “As a dream comes when there are many cares, so the speech of a fool when there are many words.”

2. What we need is more care-less worship.  Notice said "care-less" not "careless."  

3. I confess to you that I really struggle with keeping my mind from wandering in prayer.  I start off real well, but after ten or fifteen seconds I begin thinking about an errand I need to do, an event that happened yesterday, or whatever.  

4. Do you have this problem?  Let me give you a few suggestions:

a) First, we often pray sitting down, but you might pray standing up!  Hey, it works!  By the way, did you know that there is not a single place in Scripture where it mentions anyone sitting down in prayer?  Maybe you need to walk or stand while you pray.  Of course, the issue is attitude more than position, but standing might help!
b) Second, if you keep thinking of the things you have to do, list your cares on a sheet of paper as they come to mind then forget about them to set aside your concerns in order to worship properly.

c) Third, pray with a friend.  If you are married, pray with your spouse.  Each morning, Susan and I pray together right after we wake up before we even get out of bed.  This makes worship our first activity before many cares can even get in the way. Men need to pray with other men too.

(We’ve seen in verses 1-3 that we must honor God in our worship.  This happens when we prepare ourselves, listen to God, and set aside our cares.  But verses 4-7 inform us of another way to really honor God.  This one might surprise you!  These verses say to…)

II. Honor God in your vows (5:4-7).

   [If we truly respect the Lord in worship, we must keep our promises.]

A. How?  Fulfill every vow you make (5:4).

1. “When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it.  He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow.”

2. By "vow" Solomon means an unconditional, solemn promise to do or not to do something.  I've made at least six vows in my lifetime.  

a) My first was when I promised God in high school that I would remain sexually pure until marriage. 

b) Then in 1977 I covenanted to God at a seminar that I would spend at least five minutes daily in the Bible until my death. 

c) In my third vow I swore to my wife that I would never divorce her.

d) And, also on that wedding night, I pledged to God that I would never be closed to serving Him anywhere in the world.

e) Other vows include my commitment to my local church at membership and my commitment to give a certain percentage of my income to God.

3. That's what I think it means by a "vow."  

a) It doesn’t mean every single expression of intent, but a serious promise before God.  

b) Notice that each affirmation is voluntary.  No one ever has to vow!  In fact…

B. No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5).

1. “It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it.”

2. All vows are completely optional—but if you do vow, God requires payment. 

a) Didn’t you make a vow before God when you became a member of this church?  What did you say?

(1) You promised to love both God and man and show it in your actions.

(2) In other churches where people have taken such a vow, I have dealt with believers considering litigation! And then we wonder why we have a problem worshipping God—either corporately or privately?

b) One of my seminary profs was really challenged on a vow that he made.

(1) His name is Dr. Sunukjian.  He once told me that he really wanted to teach at DTS, but after ten years of school there and the Th.D., the Pastoral Ministries department told him that he needed a Ph.D.  He got his Ph.D. from UCLA and called the seminary.  They told him, "Great! But you need some practical experience first.  So he pursued a pastorate, but was of the conviction that if it took a unanimous vote of the elders to get him in the church, then it should take a unanimous vote to get him out!  So he made an agreement with the church not to leave until the entire board approved.  

(2) Only two years into that pastorate, he got a call from Dallas Seminary, offering him a faculty position.  This was the opportunity he'd anticipated for years, and he shared it with great excitement to the board—but they didn't think he should leave.  So he stayed.

(3) Three more years passed, then the telephone rang.  Haddon Robinson said on the other end of the line, "Don, we really need you now to replace one of our faculty who's leaving."  Again, Sunukjian placed it before the board.  Their response?  "Pastor, we're just getting going on this building project now.  We don't want you to leave yet.  The timing's not right."  Again, he declined the seminary's offer and held to his vow.

(4) You can't help but admire a man like that who made a promise and stuck to it, even though he never suspected that he'd be at that church seven years.  But if he broke his promise, do you think God would easily accept his worship?

(In our day, as in Solomon's, commitments are easily rationalized and broken.  That's why Solomon wrote in verse 6…)

C. Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a).

1. “Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, ‘My vow was a mistake.’”

2. Imagine the Jew confidently offering to the priest a sacrifice for a vow at the temple, only later to be tempted to break it.  He rushes back to the priest, “Sorry, I shouldn’t have vowed that!  It was just a small goof-up.  Can you pull some strings to undo the vow?”

3. God says, “Don’t do that!  You’re not required to make the vow in the first place, but don’t make it worse by going back on the vow and reneging on your commitment!”

(God takes the breaking of vows very seriously—so seriously that when we treat them lightly…)

D. God's anger at our rash vows may wipe out our achievements and possessions (5:6b).

1. “Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands?”

2. Remember Ananias and Sapphira?  

a) They sold some land and promised to give God all the money.  

b) But when that money landed in their hot little hands they had second thoughts about giving it all.  “Let’s only give a portion of it,” they agreed together.  

c) God didn’t think too highly of their broken vow.  He didn’t just destroy the works of their hands, though. He took their lives!
3. Maybe you have an outstanding debt to God in an area.

a) You owe Him time you have promised Him.

b) You owe the tithe or percentage of income you promised.

c) You made another specific commitment.

4. God has His ways of disciplining His children who neglect paying their pledge.

a) He once whittled my salary down to a $27 paycheck because I didn’t return to Him the percentage of my income that I’d committed.  I can’t live on $27 for a month!
b) Maybe He’s trying to get your attention through financial difficulty, too.  Maybe He’s taken away something to remind you to take your vows seriously.

E. Fear God without dreaming and making rash vows in worship (5:7).

1. Flippant worship and excessive talking both are futile (5:7a).

a) The word for “meaningless” here literally refers to a vapor.  

b) That’s about how much substance there is to not seriously worshipping Him or being rash and negligent in fulfilling our vows.

(Instead of having no substance to our worship…)

2. Solomon exhorts us to fear God (5:7b).

a) This means to show “awe” in His presence—not “blah” in His presence.

b) Exalt Him, don’t exhaust Him with weary worship or wayward vows.

(So what’s Solomon telling us here?  The answer to the question the question we started with—how can honor God?  Here’s how…)

Conclusion

1. Honor God in your worship and vows (Main Idea).  Revere God by giving him the honor he is due and keeping the promises that you make.

2. So how can you better honor Him?

a) Complete the sentence on your outline: “In my worship I need to…”
(1) Stand when I pray?

(2) Use a prayer list?

(3) Pray in a different place or time with fewer distractions?

(4) Come earlier for church?

(5) Listen more than I talk?

b) Or complete the next sentence on your outline: “In my vows I need to…”
(1) Husbands, you vowed to treat your wives with understanding and respect.  Did you know that 1 Peter 3:7 says that if you don’t, then your own prayers will be hindered?  I assume your worship too!

(2) Have you kept the worship, prayer, or Bible reading vows you have made to Him?  These can be renewed, you know.

(3) What other broken promises may be hindering you from genuine worship?

3. A. W. Tozer wrote, 

a) “Man was made to worship God.  God gave to him a harp and said, ‘Here above all the creatures that I have made and created, I have given you the largest harp.  I put more strings on your instrument and I have given you a wider range than I have given to any other creature.  You can worship Me in a manner that no other creature can.’

b) “And when he sinned, man took that instrument and threw it down into the mud and there it has lain for centuries, rusted, broken, unstrung; and man, instead of playing a harp like the angels and seeking to worship God in all of his activities, is ego-centered and turns in on himself and sulks and swears, and laughs and sings, but it’s all without joy and without worship… Worship is the missing jewel in the modern evangelicalism” (A. W. Tozer, Worship: The Missing Jewel, 7-8).
4. Let’s pray: “Lord God, you deserve our sincere, awe-inspired, reverential worship.  You are the One who also considers our vows seriously.  Help us to fulfill 100% of our commitments and give you the respect you deserve.  For Christ’s sake, Amen.”
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How to Honor God

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Introduction

1. Arouse interest: A wife’s marital dissatisfaction and a little boy’s desire for God’s presence illustrate our going through religious motions without a heart desire for God.

2. Need: Do you struggle worshipping God? (examples) “Rather than awe, it's blah!”

3. Subject: How can we honor God?  

4. Background: Jews struggled with this in Solomon’s day just as we do.  

5. Preview: Today’s passage will reveal two ways in which we should demonstrate reverence for God.  Restatement: King Solomon discusses this issue of how to truly reverence God in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7… (passage)

I.
Honor God in your worship (5:1-3).

A. Proper worship can better happen when we prepare ourselves (5:1a; house, DTS, music).

B. Proper worship also happens when we listen to God (5:1b-2).

1. Fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice" (5:1b).

2. Weigh your words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a) Don’t be an obsessive talker or thinker (5:2a; “bless,” singing “I Surrender All”).

b) Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

c) Listen by keeping your own mouth shut (5:2c; Ps. 46:10, Scripture overhead).

C. Proper worship happens when we set aside our cares (5:3; stand up, list cares).

(We’ve seen in verses 1-3 that our reverence for God is demonstrated in proper worship.  This happens when we prepare ourselves, listen to God, and set aside our cares.  But verses 4-6 inform us of another key on how to really honor God…)

II. Honor God in your vows (5:4-7).

A. Fulfill every vow you make (5:4; vows = purity, Bible, wedding, missions).

B. No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5; Sunukjian pastorate).

C. Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a; Jew renege).

D. God's anger at our rash vows may wipe out our achievements and possessions (5:6b).

E. Fear God without dreaming and making rash vows in worship (5:7).

1. Flippant worship and excessive talking both are futile (5:7a).

2. Solomon exhorts us to fear God (5:7b).

Conclusion

1. Honor God in your worship and vows (Main Idea).

2. Allow God to change your worship (stand, etc.) or vows (remember & obey).

3. Prayer

Discussion Questions:

1. What practices do you find most helpful in preparing to worship God privately? publicly?  (v. 1a)

2. How do you personally listen to God (v. 1b)?

3. What vows have you made in your lifetime?

4. How do vows relate to worship (vv. 4-6)?  Why is this so?

5. What one new worship habit will you commit to God and share with the group?

Mt. Carmel BP Church Camp
“Awe? or Blah?”
Message #4

11 June 1998

30 Minutes

How to Honor God 

(normal text for Homiletics Notes)

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Introduction

1.
Arouse interest: A wife’s marital dissatisfaction and a little boy’s desire for God’s presence illustrate our going through religious motions without a heart desire for God.

2.
Need: Do you struggle worshipping God (QT, clichés)?  “Rather than awe, it's blah!”

3.
Subject: How can we honor God?  How can we give him the reverence he is due?
4.
Background: Jews struggled with this in Solomon’s day just as we do (temple next to palace).  

5.
Preview: Today’s passage will reveal two ways in which we should demonstrate reverence for God.  Restatement: King Solomon discusses this issue of how to truly reverence God in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7… (passage)

I.
Honor God in your worship (5:1-3).

A.
Proper worship can better happen when we prepare ourselves (5:1a; house, DTS, music).

B.
Proper worship also happens when we listen to God (5:1b-2).

1.
Fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice" (5:1b).

2.
Weigh your words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a.
Don’t be an obsessive talker or thinker (5:2a; “bless,” singing “I Surrender All”).

b.
Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

c.
Listen by keeping your own mouth shut (5:2c; Ps. 46:10, pre-service Scripture).

C.
Proper worship happens when we set aside our cares (5:3; stand up, list cares).

(We’ve seen in verses 1-3 that we must honor God in our worship.  This happens when we prepare ourselves, listen to God, and set aside our cares.  But verses 4-7 inform us of another key on how to really honor God…)

II. Honor God in your vows (5:4-7).

A.
Fulfill every vow you make (5:4; vows = purity, Bible, wedding, missions).

B.
No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5; Sunukjian pastorate).

C.
Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a; Jew renege).

D.
God's anger at our rash vows may wipe out our achievements and possessions (5:6b).

E.
Fear God without dreaming and making rash vows in worship (5:7).

1.
Flippant worship and excessive talking both are futile (5:7a).

2.
Solomon exhorts us to fear God (5:7b).

Conclusion

1.
Honor God in your worship and vows (Main Idea).

2.
Application: Ask God to renew in a new way your worship (stand, etc.) or vows (recall & obey).
3.
Prayer

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1


Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

God dwells in heaven in unapproachable light in impeccable holiness!

We're confined to but a tiny, rotating ball among the millions of planetary creations.  How can we earthlings be so presumptuous as to barge our way mouth-first into His awesome presence? 
That's what I think it means by a "vow."  

It doesn’t mean every single expression of intent, but a serious promise before God.  

Notice that each affirmation is voluntary.  No one ever has to vow!  In fact…
His name is Dr. Sunukjian.  He once told me that he really wanted to teach at DTS, but after ten years of school there and the Th.D., the Pastoral Ministries department told him that he needed a Ph.D.  He got his Ph.D. from UCLA and called the seminary.  They told him, "Great! But you need some practical experience first.  So he pursued a pastorate, but was of the conviction that if it took a unanimous vote of the elders to get him in the church, then it should take a unanimous vote to get him out!  So he made an agreement with the church not to leave until the entire board approved.  
Only two years into that pastorate, he got a call from Dallas Seminary, offering him a faculty position.  This was the opportunity he'd anticipated for years, and he shared it with great excitement to the board—but they didn't think he should leave.  So he stayed.
Three more years passed, then the telephone rang.  Haddon Robinson said on the other end of the line, "Don, we really need you now to replace one of our faculty who's leaving."  Again, Sunukjian placed it before the board.  Their response?  "Pastor, we're just getting going on this building project now.  We don't want you to leave yet.  The timing's not right."  Again, he declined the seminary's offer and held to his vow.
You can't help but admire a man like that who made a promise and stuck to it, even though he never suspected that he'd be at that church seven years.  But if he broke his promise, do you think God would easily accept his worship?

They sold some land and promised to give God all the money.  

But when that money landed in their hot little hands they had second thoughts about giving it all.  “Let’s only give a portion of it,” they agreed together.  

God didn’t think too highly of their broken vow.  He didn’t just destroy the works of their hands, though. He took their lives!
Stand when I pray?

Use a prayer list?

Pray in a different place or time with fewer distractions?

Come earlier for church?

Listen more than I talk?

Or complete the next sentence on your outline: “In my vows I need to…”
Husbands, you vowed to treat your wives with understanding and respect.  Did you know that 1 Peter 3:7 says that if you don’t, then your own prayers will be hindered?  I assume your worship too!

Have you kept the worship, prayer, or Bible reading vows you have made to Him?  These can be renewed, you know.

What other broken promises may be hindering you from genuine worship?

How to Reverence God
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: True reverence for God demonstrated in proper worship and the fulfillment of one's vows protects the fruits of one's labor (5:1-7).
I.  Reverence for God is demonstrated in proper worship (5:1-3).

A. Proper worship can only occur when one prepares himself to worship God (5:1a).

B. Proper worship can only occur when one listens to God (5:1b-3).

1. Fools unknowingly sin by offering up meaningless and impulsive words (5:1b).

2. One should weigh his words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a) The Command: Realize how awesome and majestic God is (5:2a, cf. Isa. 40).

b) The Reason:  Realize how puny man is before God in comparison (5:2b, cf. Ps. 8:4).
C. Proper worship can only occur when one sets aside his cares (5:3, cf. Ps. 46:10a).

1. Daydreaming occurs when one can't put aside his many concerns (5:3a).

2. The fool is the one who can't stop talking (5:3b).

II. Reverence for God shown in paying vows protects the fruits of one's labor (5:4-7).

A. All vows must be paid (5:4, cf. Deut. 23:21-22).

B. No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5).

C. Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a).

D. God's anger at one's rash vows may wipe out his accomplishments and possessions, thus losing the fruits of his labor (5:6b).
E. Solomon's Conclusion: Reverence for God means to stop dreaming in worship and making rash vows (5:7).

1. Dreaming in flippant worship is meaningless (5:7a).

2. Rash vows made through excessive talking are meaningless (5:7b).

3. Rather than daydreaming and verbosity one should give God the honor He is due (5:7c).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Arouse interest: [We go through religious motions without a heart desire for God.]

2. Need: Do you struggle worshipping God?

3. Subject: How can we honor God as he deserves?  What are the true ingredients of a true reverence for God?  

4. Background: This is a subject that is as old as time itself.  Jews struggled with this question of genuine worship in Solomon’s day just as we do.  

5. Preview: Today’s passage will reveal two ways we should honor God.  Restatement: Solomon tells us how to truly honor God in Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 (passage).  The Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 5, verses 1-7.  Verses 1-3 tell you to… (transition)

I.
Honor God in your worship (5:1-3).

    Solomon gives us three tips here on proper worship.  First, 

A. Proper worship can best happen when we prepare ourselves (5:1a).

B. Proper worship also happens when we listen to God (5:1b-2).

1. Fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice" (5:1b).

2. Weigh your words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a) Don’t be an obsessive talker or thinker (5:2a).

b) Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

c) Listen by keeping your own mouth shut (5:2c).

C. Proper worship happens when we set aside our cares (5:3).

II. Honor God in your vows (5:4-7).

A. How?  Fulfill every vow you make (5:4).

B. No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5).

C. Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a).

D. God's anger at our rash vows may wipe out our achievements and possessions (5:6b).

E. Fear God without dreaming and making rash vows in worship (5:7).

1. Flippant worship and excessive talking both are futile (5:7a).

2. Solomon exhorts us to fear God (5:7b).

Conclusion

1. Honor God in your worship and vows (Main Idea).  Honor God by worshipping Him like He says and keeping the promises that we say.

2. How can you better honor Him?

a) Do you need to change your worship?  Perhaps you need to…

b) Or does the issue of vows relate more to you?

3. A. W. Tozer wrote, 

a) “Man was made to worship God.  God gave to him a harp and said, ‘Here above all the creatures that I have made and created, I have given you the largest harp.  I put more strings on your instrument and I have given you a wider range than I have given to any other creature.  You can worship Me in a manner that no other creature can.’

b) “And when he sinned, man took that instrument and threw it down into the mud and there it has lain for centuries, rusted, broken, unstrung; and man, instead of playing a harp like the angels and seeking to worship God in all of his activities, is ego-centered and turns in on himself and sulks and swears, and laughs and sings, but it’s all without joy and without worship… Worship is the missing jewel in the modern evangelicalism.”
4. Prayer
Eccl. 5:1   Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 

Eccl. 5:2   Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 

Eccl. 5:3   As a dream comes when there are many cares, so the speech of a fool when there are many words. 

Eccl. 5:4   When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 

Eccl. 5:5   It is better not to vow than to make a vow and not fulfill it. 

Eccl. 5:6   Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands? 

Eccl. 5:7   Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.
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How to Honor God
Ecclesiastes 5:1-7
Introduction

1. Too often we go through religious motions without a heart desire for God.
2. Do you struggle worshipping God?  How?
3. How can we ______________ God as he deserves?  
I.
Honor God in your _____________ (5:1-3).

      Solomon gives us three tips here on proper worship:
A. Proper worship can best happen when we prepare ourselves (5:1a).
B. Proper worship also happens when we listen to God (5:1b-2).

1. Fools unknowingly sin by offering up a meaningless "sacrifice" (5:1b).

2. Weigh your words and thoughts carefully because of who God is (5:2).

a) Don’t be an obsessive talker or thinker (5:2a).

b) Realize God is awesome and majestic and you are puny in comparison (5:2b).

c) Listen by keeping your own mouth shut (5:2c).

C. Proper worship happens when we set aside our cares (5:3).
II. Honor God in your _____________ (5:4-7).

A. Fulfill every vow you make (5:4).
B. No vow at all is better than an unfulfilled vow (5:5).

C. Don't sin though an impulsive vow then later confess it was a mistake (5:6a).

D. God's anger at our rash vows may wipe out our achievements and possessions (5:6b).

E. Fear God without dreaming and making rash vows in worship (5:7).

Conclusion

1. Honor God in your _____________ and _____________ (Main Idea).  

2. How can you better honor Him?

a) In my worship I need to… 

b) In my vows I need to… 

3. “Man was made to worship God.  God gave to him a harp and said, ‘Here above all the creatures that I have made and created, I have given you the largest harp.  I put more strings on your instrument and I have given you a wider range than I have given to any other creature.  You can worship Me in a manner that no other creature can.’  And when he sinned, man took that instrument and threw it down into the mud and there it has lain for centuries, rusted, broken, unstrung; and man, instead of playing a harp like the angels and seeking to worship God in all of his activities, is ego-centered and turns in on himself and sulks and swears, and laughs and sings, but it’s all without joy and without worship… Worship is the missing jewel in the modern evangelicalism” (A.W. Tozer, Worship: The Missing Jewel, 7-8).
Thought Questions

1. What practices do you find most helpful in preparing to worship God privately? publicly? (v. 1a)

Text
Text
2. How do you personally listen to God (v. 1b)?
Text
Text
3. What vows have you made in your lifetime?

Text
Text
4. How do vows relate to worship (vv. 4-6)?  Why is this so?

Text
Text
5. What new worship habit will you commit to God and share with the rest of us?

Text
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